Series Title:  To Seek and Save the Lost

Sermon Title: Well what’d you expect?

Scripture: Luke 8:22-25 (p. 892)

Key Idea: Have faith in me; we’re gonna get to the other side.

Introduction:

Have you ever had to exercise faith? Have you ever had to trust in what you could not
seetouchtastehearsmell, to the point that if the object of your faith didn’t come through you’d
find yourself in a real bad spot?

When Vanessa and I were first out of college, we were leading the youth group at the church we
were going to.

And there was this one time we all went to this park together for a picnic.

The kids who had been at the church a lot longer than us—for them, this was a goto place—they
all knew and loved it, but it was a first-time for me.

And at this park there were these very large rocks that people liked to climb on. In fact, it kind of
looked like this park was on two levels. There was the regular ground level, and the rock level
way up high.

Well, I followed the kids up onto the rocky level, and we all had a great time walking around and
playing and just hanging out up there. That is, of course until it started getting late, and it came
time to start packing it in.

End of the day, so we all headed for the edge of the rocks to climb down and go home.

No problem. Everybody’s back down on the ground. And now it’s my turn.

I turned around, knelt down, and started to back slowly down the rock-face.

I learned something that day. Counter-intuitive, but no less true.

Climbing up something can be a lot easier than climbing down. A lot easier.

As I 'said, I started climbing down, and I got to a point somewhere about half-way down, and I
reached my foot down, and there was nothing for it to catch on, so I froze.

[ knew I had to get down because I couldn’t stay there all night, but I had no idea how to get
down without breaking something precious.

I was sure that if I let go of the upper hold, that’d be it.

I’d go sliding down and end up breaking my leg or something.
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Neither option sounded particularly good to me, so I froze.

Well after a little while I finally called for help, and fortunately one of our guys, came over to
help me. He tried to assure me that there was a ledge just a little farther down; just beyond where
my foot could reach, and that all I had to do was let go and slide down to the ledge, and I’d be
fine. He also said he’d be there to catch me if I missed the ledge and started slipping too fast.
Which gave me no reassurance, because [’m a big guy, and he most certainly was not.

So, even with this, I still had no intention of letting go.

I couldn’t see where my feet were, and I couldn’t see where the ledge was, and all I could see
was myself falling and ending up in a cast.

But still, I couldn’t stay there. So eventually I finally did let my friend’s persuasion convince me
to let go of what I was holding on to, and keep coming down the rocks.

But here’s the thing: this is why I wanted to share the story with you.

I had to trust Dave completely; and not myself.

I had to trust him that he could see the ledge, and that it was where he said it was. And I had to
trust him that the ledge was going to be large enough for me to catch on my way down. and I had
to trust him that if I did miss, he’d actually be able to keep me from falling.

And that, church, I think is a pretty good picture of faith.

We have to entrust ourselves to someone else who has a bigger picture of things than we do; who
can see things better than we can, and who can come to our aid and save us from harm when we

can’t do it ourselves.

Good morning saints. Today, we find ourselves in Luke 8, verses 22-25 and we see Jesus’
disciples having a similar (but way higher stakes) crisis of faith.

But just like Dave encouraged me to trust him to get me down from the rocks, Jesus was telling
his disciples that they needed to have faith in Him, and He was going to get them to safety—to
the other side of the lake, and the other side of the storm.

So that’s the lesson Jesus is teaching here: Have faith in me; we’re gonna get to the other side.
Whatever may happen along the way; Have faith in me; we’re gonna get to the other side.

So let’s open up our Bibles to Luke 8:22-25 and look at it together. If you need a bible, raise

your hand, you can find us on page 892, or you can also follow along by tapping or scanning the
engage code and following the sermon resource link.
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Either way though, here is what Luke records for us: Luke 8:22:

2 0One day He and His disciples got into a boat, and He told them, “Let’s cross over
to the other side of the lake.” So they set out,  and as they were sailing He fell
asleep. Then a fierce windstorm came down on the lake; they were being swamped
and were in danger. ?* They came and woke Him up, saying, “Master, Master, were
going to die!”

Then He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waves. So they ceased, and
there was a calm.

% He said to them, “Where is your faith?”

They were fearful and amazed, asking one another, “Who then is this? He commands
even the winds and the waves, and they obey Him!”

Jesus says: Have faith in me; we’re gonna get to the other side. That’s what this passage is about:
faith—faith in Jesus to see us through the worst trials we can go through, and to get us safely to
the other side.

Verse 22:

2 One day He and His disciples got into a boat, and He told them, “Let’s cross over
to the other side of the lake.” So they set out,

I. A Great Start
A. Just what I want to hear.
1. Luke 8:22 starts with a command.
1. And before the verse is even over, here the disciples are obeying it.
a. Remember how important obedience was in the passage we had last

week?
i.  In fact, the very last verse last week—the one immediately preceding
this one:

1. Jesus says the ones who really have a close relationship with
me—they’re the ones who what?
a. Hear and do the word of God.
2. And now, here, Jesus is giving His disciples an opportunity to hear and obey
the word of God.
B. Jesus gave His disciples a command: Let’s go to the other side.
1. And before we get too far in, I think it’s important for us to recognize this one very
important thing: Jesus’ commands are laced with promise. :||
1. If Jesus says something is going to happen, we’d better believe it’s going to
happen.
a. Jesus said let’s go to the other side of the lake.
i.  What else had Jesus said and it came about just as He had said?
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1. Luke 4: Jesus commanded a demon to come out of a man, and it
did.
2. Luke 5:4-6: Jesus commanded the disciples to put their nets in
the deep water for a catch, and despite their better judgment, they
did, and they hauled in a bigger catch than they had ever seen.
3. Luke 5:13: Jesus commanded a leper to be cleansed, and he
became clean and his leprosy went away.
4. 5:24 and 25: Jesus told a paralytic to get up and walk and?
a. He got up and walked.
5. Luke 7: Jesus commanded a dead man, “young man, I tell, you
get up,” and the man breathed again
6. And now, Luke 8:22, Jesus commands His disciples, “let’s go to
the other side of the lake”
ii. What’s that mean?
1. We’re gonna get to the other side.
C. And like I said, I’'m thrilled with the disciples’ choice.
1. Jesus said let’s go to the other side of the lake and it’s almost like before He can
even finish the sentence they’re in the boat looking back at Jesus like: “well?”
1. Assoon as Jesus spoke the word the disciples obeyed.
2. So, the disciples’ response is a great start—the perfect start.
i1.  The disciples got in the boat just as Jesus had directed, and they started rowing for
the other side of the lake.
1. Just what Jesus has been talking about all along in this chapter: His disciples
were receiving His word, and putting it into practice immediately.
a. It would be great if we were so committed to doing what Jesus said.
iii. But what the disciples did not yet realize was that obedience is not all that Christ
expects of us.
1. Christ expects us to obey Him, yes, but He also expects us to put our faith and
trust in Him as well.
iv. So now Jesus was going to introduce their next lesson.
1. The disciples passed the test of obeying with flying colors,
a. but they never imagined that they were about to go through a test of their
faith as well.
2. A test where they were not going to be able to rely on anything else.
a. And a test that was going to expose what was really in their hearts.
3. And the all-important faith question was “are you going to trust me?”
a. You’ve shown your obedience (at least when it’s pretty easy)
i.  Butare you going to trust when obedience gets hard?
1.  When you don’t see the way?
2. When you can’t fall back on your own resources?
3. When what you have in yourself is inadequate for your
circumstance.
a. Are you still going to trust Him?
1. Jesus is saying: I’'m going to let you go through some
stuff, but have faith in me; we’re gonna get to the other
side.
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b. The same question He asks of all of us:
1. do you trust me?
1. Are you going to trust in My death on the cross to save you from
your sin?
2. Are you going to trust Me even when I take you through tough
trials?
3. Are you going to trust Me even when you don’t understand Me?
a. Are you going to trust Me or are you going to bail on Me?
b. Are you going to have faith in Me or are you going to give in
to fear?

Verse 23:
as they were sailing [Jesus] fell asleep.
Then a fierce windstorm came down on the lake; they were being swamped and were
in danger. ? [and] they came and woke him up, saying, “Master, Master, we re going

to die!”

But this was their opportunity to show their faith—to let their faith overcome their fear—the
object of their faith: Jesus, overcome their fear.

Fourth of July we got the chance to celebrate up on the sound. It was a great time. Good food,
good conversation, good company.

And where we were, they have this tradition of lighting bonfires all up and down the beach.

Well, right after our fire was lit, and just before the fireworks were gonna go off, I see the sky
darkening in the west.

It’s getting darker and darker.

And darker.

And then all of a sudden, this crazy storm picks up.
And rain is coming down in buckets. But the wind!
The wind is the craziest thing.

The wind starts blowing so hard that it’s literally pushing the flames of our big bonfire—had to
be at least 15 feet straight-horizontal down the beach.

And people were scrambling to keep the tent from flying away, and it was a whole thing.
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I think I looked it up and the winds topped like 60 miles per hour (or was it 80? I don’t
remember) but it was nasty.

Now can you imagine being out in the middle of the sound in that.

13 of you packed into a modest wooden first-century hand-made fishing boat: just 2/3 the length
of a school bus. And only about 8 feet wide—so not much protection against the fury of the wind
and waves—

SO00O0o easily swamped.
This was the disciples’ test of faith.

Are you going to trust Jesus even when it’s scary—when there’s nothing you can do to safeguard
yourself—when your storm is so much bigger than you can possibly manage.

Are you going to have faith that Jesus will get you to the other side?
The disciples had...

II. A Great Opportunity
A. A great opportunity for faith.
B. This was an intense windstorm—according to the geography and topography of the
area, probably hurricane winds, and the same kind of sea-chop that accompanies it.
C. And you know it’s bad because these were seasoned fishermen—

1. Seasoned fishermen who were on the very lake that they knew—they were in their
territory—in their own element. If anyone would know what to do in that situation,
it would be these guys.

1. And these were the guys who were terrified.
a. they had spent their life on the sea, and they knew exactly the kind of
storm they didn’t want to be in.
D. The waves are breaking over the top of the boat, and water’s pouring in over the sides,
collecting on the floor, threatening to sink them.
1. And what was Jesus doing?
ii. Jesus had fallen asleep.
1.  Sometimes, do we feel like God is asleep when we’re in crisis?
a. [ canimagine the disciples must have felt like: “Oh, I know He’s not

sleeping!
i.  Surely He’s got to feel all this rocking, not to mention all the water
pouring in.

ii. How’s He Asleep?
1. He can’t not know what’s going on. He must know that we are in
dire straits,
a. And He’s not doing anything to help us.
b.  What’s up with that?”
2. But why was He asleep?

Luke 07_18-35 07122026.docx 6



a. He was asleep because He wasn’t worried.
1. He told them they were going to the other side, and so
that’s where they were going to go.
2. The disciples could have taken their cue from Jesus’ calm.
a. [’m not saying they should have slept too, but they didn’t need to worry
because Jesus’ command was His promise:
i.  Have faith in Me; We’re gonna get to the other side.
b. But in this test, multiple choice, they could choose fear, or they could
choose faith.
i.  Which begs the question of us.
1. When our circumstances threaten: are we going to trust and
believe, or are we going to stop believing and panic?
ii. Jesus’ disciples could have gone to Him, in fear, or in faith.
1. But they went in fear because their faith had failed.
1. they came and woke Him up, saying, “Master, Master, we re going to die!”
1. We are perishing; we are being destroyed; we are lost!
a. But their confidence in disaster screamed to Jesus their lack of confidence
in God.
1. What about God?
1. Is God bigger than your problem?
i1.  What about Jesus’ command to go to the other side of the lake?
1. You have that promise: we’re gonna get to the other side.
iii. What about all the things you have witnessed Jesus do in the past?
1. Jesus has been faithful.
iv. So we must ask ourselves: is Jesus good enough for our present
circumstances?
1. Shouldn’t His power and presence in the past give us confidence
for the present and the future?
v. There is no reason for panic or fear when we have the power and
presence of Jesus.
b. Now I know this stings because it sounds like I’m saying that there just
isn’t any place for fear in any circumstance—
i.  and you kind of feel for the disciples because you can imagine
yourself in their shoes.
ii. And you know that you would have been afraid too.
1. Soit’s hard not to believe that their fear was justified.
a. How can all fear be wrong, especially at a time like that?
1. And I sympathize with that, because it’s my instinct too.
ii. But what is Jesus saying?
iii.  What is Jesus showing?
2. The only fear appropriate to the child of God is the fear of God,
any other fear is misplaced, and reveals a lack of faith. :||
a. Listen to how the Apostle Paul says it:
1. For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels
nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor
powers, 3°nor height nor depth, nor any other created
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thing will be able to separate us from the love of God
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

ii.  All stuff we might legitimately fear, but none of it can
take us out of the Lord’s hand or out of the Lord’s care,
so we need not fear any of it.

3. So how should the disciples have responded to the storm?
a. The disciples problem was that they had more confidence in
their doom than in their master.
b. They did not expect Jesus to come through for them.
c. And we know this because of their final reaction to the
whole situation:
1. “Who then is this?”
4.  When we go through trial, we need to rest our confidence firmly
in Jesus: not what we can do, but what He can do.
a. Weneed to rely on Him, and entrust ourselves fully to Him.
5. Even when we have concern over the outcome of a particular
situation, it should never cause us to waver in our faith.
a. God is more powerful than anything that might happen to us.
1. If we trust in Him, then we have no need to fear.

And Jesus proved that by His great deliverance (verse 24).

III. A Great Deliverance
A. % [His disciples] came and woke him up, saying, “Master, Master, we re going to die!”
1. Then [Jesus] got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waves. So they ceased,
and there was a calm.
1. Jesus offered a great deliverance. Jesus saved them because His promise to
them was “we’re gonna get to the other side.”
B. Jesus commanded the wind and the waves.
i.  And the waves, having heard Jesus’ command stopped themselves.
1. Interestingly, it does not look precisely like Jesus calmed the storm, rather He
commanded the storm and the storm responded with instant obedience.
ii. The wind ceased.
iii. But not only that; the waves ceased, and the sea became still— instantly.
1. inresponse to the command of Jesus
2. [Itis easy for us to imagine the wind stopping, but we would expect the waves
to continue to swell for some time, and settle gradually, but that is not the case;
rather the sea became like glass, just as if there were never any wind
influencing it in the first place.
a. At Jesus command, both the wind and the waves stopped immedieately.
C. Yet again, Jesus showed who He was to those who should have known who He was.
i.  Jesus has power over nature.
ii. And Jesus does indeed care about you.
1. Even though His disciples lost faith in Him, He remained faithful to them.
a. God is faithful to all His children.
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i.  When He gives you an obstacle or a trial, He’s giving you an
opportunity to look to Him, and to see His faithfulness.

But His disciples had lost faith, and so after His great deliverance, Jesus finishes this lesson with
a great question.

IV. A Great Question

A. In fact, the question we all need to be always asking of ourselves:
B. Where is your faith?

L.

ii.

1il.

1v.

Vi.
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Verse 25.

1. Jesus rebuked the wind and the waves and immediately they became calm for
them. And Jesus turned to His disciples and “He said to them, “Where is your
faith?”

The primary issue here is faith — that’s what the whole passage is about.

And HIS disciples’ fear made their lack of faith clear.

1. Itis ok to be prudent.

2. itis ok to take appropriate precautions against unnecessary dangers and
potential problems.

3. Itis ok to be careful rather than careless.

a. These are all wisdom,

4. butit’s not ok for us to fear anything but God.

a. Any fear that’s not of God is misplaced. Any fear that’s not in God reveals
at least some degree of a lack of faith in God; in either His power or His
goodness or His care.

b. Faith cannot coexist with fear because faith drives out fear.

What had the disciples done wrong?

1. They panicked.

a. Their fear of the storm revealed a lack of faith in God.

2. they assumed they were goners.

3. they let their circumstances cloud their judgment.

4. They forgot that Jesus was God.

5. They forgot that Jesus told them we’re gonna get to the other side.

How should they have responded?

1. They should have trusted Jesus’ command/ Jesus’ promise: we’re gonna get to
the other side.

2. Jesus’ power.

3. The Father’s commendation of Jesus.

a. “This is My Son in whom I am well pleased.”

That’s how they should have responded, but what about us?

1. Where is your faith in the midst of God’s trials and testing?

a. Youand I need to constantly have faith and trust in God too.

i.  He’s gonna get us to the other side, of whatever He’s bringing us
through.

ii. And even if we don’t experience the other side in this physical
existence (because we don’t always have the clear promise that the
disciples had);



1. even if we die, we’re still going to get to the other side, if we
have faith in Him.
2. And that other side will be heaven itself, where we will abide in
the very presence of the Lord forever.
b. So whatever situation, the Lord has you in, whatever trial He has you

going through:
i.  Have every confidence in Him, and in His love, goodness, and
faithfulness.

1. He’s gonna get you to the other side.
Conclusion

Well, how did the disciples respond to Jesus’ question?

They had no answer for Jesus’ rebuke about their lack of faith.

He clearly had them pegged; they clearly had no faith in Him or in the Father.
This is painfully obvious from what they actually did say.

...fearful and amazed, [they were] asking one another, “Who then is this? He commands even
the winds and the waves, and they obey him!”

And what their question shows is that number one: they did not really have faith in Him yet.

sure they were obedient, but they had not yet really learned to trust Him completely
Number Two: that they did not really know who Jesus was: Son of God. Messiah.

Even though they had followed Him around for some time seeing Him perform the impossible.
And three: that they really had no expectation of Him.

What did they expect?

I titled this message “Well, what’d you expect?” for this very reason.

Apparently, they did not expect anything.

Apparently, they did not really know Jesus yet. Apparently, they did not yet realize that He was
the Messiah and the Son of God, and God in the flesh living among them.

Because they said “who then is this? That He commands even the elements of nature and they
obey?

They just woke Him up to tell Him of their imminent demise, but then Jesus did the unthinkable;
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He turned everything they knew upside down; He commanded nature and it obeyed, and He
saved them.

So let’s wrap it up with this question: What do you expect? What do you expect of Jesus? Who is
Jesus? What are you going to do with Him?

Are you going to have faith in Him or are you gonna give in to fear?
He says have faith in Me; we’re gonna get to the other side.

Let’s pray together!
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